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Language & Learning in Diverse Communities


PARENT INTERVIEW ASSIGNMENT

Your task will be to find a parent of a secondary-aged student (grade five through twelve) and interview him or her (or both parents together) about literacy learning and parental involvement in schools. The focus of your interview and report should include at least one literacy-related issue, from how to encourage kids to read recreationally, what parents wish their children’s teachers would do to help their children better comprehend their reading, and perhaps a focus on the role of standardized tests or ability grouping in schools — this interview could go in all sorts of directions. There’s not a set length on the interview, although you’ll probably find that it will end up in the neighborhood of 30-40 minutes, depending on how much the parent(s) want(s) to say.

Before the interview, please do the following:
1. Examine your own values, beliefs, and assumptions regarding the experiences of parents as participants in the education of adolescents.  Based on this reflection, what are your expectations? Take a minute to note these, and perhaps talk them over with a classmate; you’ll refer back to these when you write your report of the interview. Think about your own academic history and school experiences so you can understand what assumptions you may bring to working with parents around literacy-related issues.
1. Prepare a list of questions related to successful learning as you define both it and parental involvement in schools. Think of questions that intrigue you, especially since you will soon be dealing with parents like those you are interviewing. Try to come up with a set of questions that gets at both the official and hidden curriculum. Ask parents what they think any professional educator’s teaching philosophy and practice should include. You might also ask what they find confusing about their child/ren’s schooling as well as how they define successful learning. You might ask your informants to talk about their own experiences as secondary school students, but keep the focus on their role as parents, as they understand it, and on what they consider the role of the teacher to be.





During the interview:
0. Take lots of notes! Write down significant elements of the environment, the people present, initial impressions. The more notes you take, the more material you have to work with for the final write-up.
0. Pay full attention to what the parent is saying. It’s crucial to be fully present in an interview, not just so that you don’t miss any key information but also because people want to know they’re being listened to. You may interview in pairs, though reports will be individual.

After the interview:
1. Write your final interview results. Your final write-up should be in the neighborhood of 5-6 pages. Summarize the results. Share what is most significant and compelling. You don’t have room to share everything, so reflect and then explain why you chose to focus on certain portions of the interview. Be specific in describing the comments that resonated with you and thorough in explaining why you find them noteworthy.
1. Feel free to include direct quotes from the interview to support what you’re saying. What you’re doing in this assignment is sharing and summarizing results and reflecting on them in written form.
1. In your final write-up, be sure to include a reflective section on what the results of your interview mean for you as a preservice teacher. Have your perceptions of the role of parents and their role in supporting literacy and learning changed? If so, how? Have you reconsidered some assumptions related to successful, meaningful learning and achievement (perhaps assessment) because of this interview? Explain how. Relate this to a summary of your discoveries about your own assumptions, values, and beliefs about parent involvement and participation. Were there surprises along the way?
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