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So far this semester, we’ve read and talked about the need for multicultural education, the principles this endeavor rests upon, and scholarship that sheds light on classroom practice. You’ve read and talked about the experiences of actual learners of all ages, and ways in which their teachers have marginalized them, tried and come up short, or supported their growth. You’ve explored books and articles about responsive and empowering education as well, and you’re beginning to think about the implications professional teaching standards hold for the culturally inclusive classroom. We’re thinking and talking as well about what characteristics make a learning experience valuable and alive for any youngster. 

One of those elements, of course, is choice, input, control. Here is your chance to engage in processing information and ideas about a topic or text that is relevant to you as a preservice teacher. The final paper is to be based on reading/research about a topic of your choice related to framing culturally responsive classrooms. If you want to spend several pages in a journal-like (though analytical and based upon your growing knowledge) commentary in response to one book – say, Loewen’s Lies My Teacher Told Me, Dyson’s Writing Superheroes, a book for writing teachers working with ELLs, Tatum’s Teaching Reading to Black Adolescent Males, Smith & Wilhelm’s Going with the Flow, Nieto’s influential The Light in Their Eyes  – I have no doubt you can find ample conceptual content and work in response to any one of these texts to turn all your attention there. Or you might write a more topical paper exploring an issue through the use of several articles. Topics you might consider include sheltered instruction, policy regarding ESL programs and multiple languages in schools, profiles of culturally responsive programs and classrooms, and benefits of and approaches to using multicultural literature in a classroom. This list is by no means exhaustive; I am eager to hear your ideas!

The successful essay will provide some exposition, or give the reader some background information that places the issue in context. It will present current professional thinking in the field in a balanced and authentic way. In almost every instance, it will include portraits of programs or approaches in action, taken or extrapolated from your research. Your informed, considered opinion is welcome here. Bring your voice into the professional and civic conversation about why we ought and how best we might achieve respectful (i.e., challenging), responsive, and equitable classroom and institutional practice. 


The following criteria, listed below in descending order of weight, will inform my assessment of your work:


Breadth and depth: Is your paper thorough and specific in its presentation of your material. Do you explain terms, issues, and ideas fully and clearly? Do you show that you have developed some context, some background knowledge in preparing this piece? Do you avoid speaking on the page in vague generalities? Do you fully explain the relevance of your selected topic or text to equitable, empowering classroom instruction? Examples almost always help by adding life – urgency and vividness – to your work. Apply your knowledge.


Internal structure: Is there unity and smoothness to your work? Is there a logic to the sequence in which you present your material? Do your ideas build upon one another? Do you draw links between them for your reader? Is there unity and smoothness to your work? This goes along with ideas, but when you introduce an example or a quote, do you follow up by commenting on the “so what” of it rather than letting it stand alone?

Style: Beyond organization, is your paper well written – not only free of distracting errors but stylish is its presentation? Do you avoid generalities in favor of crisp descriptions and solid explanatory prose? If you share this with a preservice colleague or other undergraduate student, will she or he be able to understand your ideas, and why and how they might apply to teachers’ and students’ successful shared experience?


Final due date:  
(You may include this paper in your course portfolio.)

