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TEDP 352: Middle School Principles & Strategies


  

Monmouth College, Spring 2008
COURSE OUTLINE 


The following course outline is precisely that: an outline. Expect more specific additions and, possibly, changes to this academic itinerary. However, this document should help you plan ahead and manage your time. 

Week One:  January 17


Thursday, January 18
Distribution & collection of I-cards: 

On one side: Name, background/plans, and your reasons for taking this class

On the other: Response to images of middle schoolers

Course intro 

Reading aloud: “Secrets of Middle School: “Why Bobby Got His Head Stuck in His Locker” (in case you’d like a copy,  
http://www.teacherleaders.org/old_site/diaries04_05/other/CG01_04_05.html) 
Mini-lecture: The successful middle school is . . .

Field trip poll: M/W/F?

H: Prepare brief self-introductions for the next two weeks (we’ll split alphabetically): Who were you in middle school? You might note an important relationship, your school experiences, or a favorite, book, television program, film, song, or CD and why you liked it. 

Week Two:  January 22 & 24


Tuesday, January 22

Announcement and implementation of attendance-taking policy

Autobiographical self-intros (Keep these under three minutes, please.)


Atkins—Ehle


Lecture: History of the middle school movement

H (is for homework): Read the foreword, preface, and Ch. 1 of Turning Points 2000 and flag passages; read, flag, and write a one-page response to Ch. 1 of Meet Me in the Middle.

Thursday, January 24
Autobiographical self-intros


Fry—Henning

Review of middle school movement

Discussion of Points & Middle
H: Read Ch. 2 of Points, flag passages, and compose a one-pager: Why is any of 
these goals important and how can we meet it? 

Week Three:  January 29 & 31


Tuesday, January 29

Autobiographical self-intros

Jensen—Rhoderick

Sharing of informal writing, discussion of Chapter 2 of Points

“This I Believe” and discussion: How does this align with Turning Points goals? 

Mini-lecture: NMSA

H: One-pager: why another of the Turning Points goals is important and how we 
might achieve it; Cuban, Cuban & Tyack readings.

Thursday, January 31


Autobiographical self-intros



Schumacher—West


Discussion of Cuban & Tyack


Mapping/review of Turning Points goals (which you will see again)


What you know about lesson planning

H: Read and flag Ch. 3 of Turning Points; read, flag, and write a one-page 
response to Ch. 2 of Meet Me in the Middle.

Week Four:  February 5 & 7


Tuesday, February 5


Discussion of readings 


“Taylor’s Top 10”


’Zine share


Intro of lesson planning assignment – the integrative unit (due Feb. 26)

Time to brainstorm


H: Continue generating ideas for unit; read and flag through p. 76 of Ch. 4 of 



Turning Points; read and flag Chs. 3 & 4 of Meet Me in the Middle; 


write a one-page response to any aspect of the readings in which you 

explore its implications for your unit planning.

Thursday, February 7

Mini-lecture: Bloom’s Taxonomy, things to keep in mind when planning a unit

Discussion of readings

Curriculum lab visit 

H: Finish Ch. 4 of Turning Points; read and flag Ch. 5 of  Meet Me in the Middle; extra credit– a one-page response to a journal article (MSJ, Middle Ground); prep for workshop.
Week Five:  February 12 & 14


Tuesday, February 12


Mini-lecture (See me if you’ve taken 350 and would like to deliver this 

minilecture): Tips for struggling readers
Discussion of readings

Lesson set workshop

H: Read and flag Ch. 6 of both Points and Middle; write a one-page response to 

either one (can you make connections to issues you’ve considered in other classes?).
Tuesday, February 14
Discussion of readings

Mini-lecture: Characteristics of effective feedback
Trip to Trotter: resource/rubric search

H: Read and flag Chs. 7 & 8 of Meet Me in the Middle.

Week Six:  February 19 & 21


Tuesday, February 19


Reading aloud and discussion of Frese & Lyon article (handout)

Mini-lecture (See me if you’ve taken 350 and would like to deliver this 

minilecture): Six + 1 Traits 

Grading workshop & discussion 

H: Read and flag Chs. 9 & 10 of Meet Me in the Middle.


Thursday, February 21


Review of writing criteria 


ICW: Where do you explain criteria for success (in any curriculum area) to 



your students in your unit?

 Another grading workshop – sharing of feedback you’d offer
Discussion of management/environment – your concerns?

H: Read and flag Ch. 5 of Points; polish unit!

Week Seven:  February 26 & 28

Tuesday, February 26

Units due

Discussion of reading
Intro of E1 (due March 20)
Brainstorming and search time?

H: Online chat from MiddleWeb (on management/enviro.); read and write a one-

page response to Finders’ “Raging Hormones [Not].” 

Thursday, February 28
Discussion of assigned readings
Thoughts about classroom environment

Talk-through of research topic

Trip to Trotter

H: Read and flag Chs. 11 & 12 of Meet Me in the Middle; read and write a one-


page response to “Dealing with Rumors. Secrets, & Lies.” Prepare a 

list of at least four research paper references in MLA format. 

Week Eight:  March 4 & 6


Tuesday, March 4

Partial bibs due – How will you coach your students to select sources?

Discussion of readings

ICW – classroom culture

Enviro statement assignment (Good for the portfolio – not to mention your pedagogy and your students’ well-being; are all/most/fewer than half of you composing these elsewhere already? If you’ve taken AYAL, turn in both so I can see how you’ve adapted for young adolescents and drawn upon course readings and discussion. Worth 50 pts., usually about 2 pp. long, due by April 1.)
H: Read and flag Dewey chapter, and the intro though p. 14 of Just Girls. 
Thurday, March 6

Discussion of readings
Brief shared reading and discussion of selected sixth grade narrative

Essay workshop (it’s okay to work on enviro statements, too – Can you use the 

language of trait-based assessment to offer criterion-referenced feedback?)
H: Read, flag, and write a one-page response to pp. 15-47 of Just Girls. Read and 

flag bullying handout.
* FYI, the next unit/lesson set you’ll author is to be integrative and centered on a 

work of YA fiction (or perhaps nonfiction if you’d like to propose a text); be previewing YA titles (the ALA Web site is a good place to start).

Week Nine:  March 18 & 20


Tuesday, March 18

Discussion of the assigned readings
Analysis of teen ’zines

Essay workshop 

H: Read and write a one-page response to Ch. 3 of Just Girls; for extra credit, 

analyze in writing a teen ’zine and its messages to girls (or suggest a publication that targets an adolescent male readership); polish essay.

Thursday, March 20

E1 due

Discussion of reading and ’zine analysis

Midterm review

Shared previewing and discussion of behavior-based interviewing handout

H: Bring in two questions (on an I card) for our panel; read and flag Ch. 4 of Just 

Girls and Ch. 13 of Meet Me in the Middle for discussion April 1; read/reread the handout for March 27. 
Week Ten:  March 25 & 27


Tuesday, March 25
Panel of middle schoolers (likely but still tentative date)
Brief discussion of interview handout – Ask guests what they’d ask a prospective 


teacher at their school

Thursday, March 27

Recap of Tuesday

Visit from Mr. Farr – mock interviews

(midterm combined with final to accommodate resched. around Founders Day)

Distribution of second C & I planning assignment (due April 15) 

H: Brainstorm lessons; review previously assigned chapters. 

Week Eleven:  April 1 & 3


Tuesday, April 1
Discussion of handouts about adolescence, peer dynamics
Minilecture: Student-centered pedagogy

Lesson planning workshop, large and small-group

H: Tovani handout and parent chs. of Middle and Points. 

Thursday, April 3

By request: Carry-tray dinner in the PDR (We have the room beginning at 6:15 since the caf. closes at 6:30)

With discussion of YA texts you’ve selected, ideas for developing lessons, and a look ahead to the capstone portfolio (those student teaching or who have student taught might make particularly interesting dinner companions)

Time to talk with your lesson planning partner if you have one, and/or a 

trip to Hewes

H: Adolescent development handout; safe and healthy places ch., Points; 

rereading of Wormeli Ch. 17. 

Week Twelve:  April 8 & 10


Tuesday, April 8
Discussion of readings
Reading and thinking aloud and ahead, followed by:

H: Read, flag, and write a one-page response to Choice Words through Ch. 1.

Thursday, April 10

Discussion of reading
H: Read and flage Chs. 2 & 3 of Choice Words.

Week Thirteen:  April 15 & April 17 


Tuesday, April 15
Second lesson set due

Choice Words ICW and discussion 

Distribution of E2 assignment (Consider scheduling a conference, and I might 


arrange some optional review and revision sessions in WH.)

Thursday, April 17

Trip to Canton’s Ingersoll Middle School
Week Fourteen:  April 24


Thursday, April 24

Discussion

E2 workshop with 6 +1 trait responses 

H: Grading assignment: selected sixth grade narrative (see me if you need a clean 

copy).

Week Fifteen:  April 29 & May 1


Tuesday, April 29
E2 due

Research presentations
Thursday, May 1

Research presentations
Week Sixteen:  May 6


Tuesday, May 6

Portfolios due

Sharing of food & things learned

Circle quiz/final exam review (No, you’re not taking a quiz; you’re quizzing each other in prep for the final.)

Course evaluations

Reading day is May 8 – I’ll schedule one or two optional review sessions Wednesday and/or Thursday or Friday. 

Final Examination: Monday, May 12, 1 p.m. 

