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EDUC 350: Adolescent & Young Adult Literacy           Monmouth College, Spring 2009			

Writing-Inclusive Lesson Set Assignment & Criteria


Adolescent students can write, and you know that they crave relevant and engaging curriculum and instruction. And as liberal arts scholars – not to mention candidates in the Monmouth College Teacher Education Program – you know that responsiveness and integration are essential to effective teaching.
So here is your chance to integrate meaningful writing activities into a lesson set of your design. Think of something you’d like to teach, and think about how adolescent students might write their way into and demonstrate deepened understanding of the concepts you intend to teach. Then, use backward planning – or start with your goals and let them inform every decision you make about lesson design. Check out the Illinois Learning Standards to help you with this step.
Use the Monmouth College lesson plan template to develop four or five lessons in(cluding) your curriculum area that integrate writing. Be sure to account clearly for assessment in your lesson plans, and do consider including such materials as handouts and rubrics with the lesson plans you submit; this will make the lessons more immediately usable, and much stronger artifacts should you choose to include them in your professional portfolio. Plus, you’ll have the learning experience of devising them! The 6+1 Traits handout and the Rubistar site can be resources for you here, depending on what your students are doing, as can the language of the Illinois Learning Standards; use any of these resources reflectively. 
Be sure to cite any sources you use in developing your lesson set and to check them for bias. Remember the textbook analysis you completed and detecting bias handout you’ve read. This might be a good time to demonstrate that you know how to select texts, including supplemental ones (i.e., you might use a textbook and an article, story, and/or Web site). 
Realize (as the NCTE principles make clear) that reading and writing can be mutually supportive activities, and that discussion can facilitate both. 
Remember the good advice from Fires to break down complex activities, use various approaches, and ask teen students questions that really make them think. 
I encourage you to invite a professor in your discipline to take a look at one or more of these lessons in progress and share his or her feedback. You are additionally encouraged to workshop these lessons with your preservice colleagues and with me.  
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