INTEGRATED STUDIES

Designed as a logical sequence of learning expaggetaken throughout a four-year
program, théntegrated Studies component is comprised of four courses. Meeting
students at their postsecondary levels of schafaestd maturity)ntroduction to the
Liberal Arts welcomes students to Monmouth College and intredilcem to the liberal
arts experience. This course concentrates upddimgistudents’ intellectual and
practical skills as they develop an understandintgear own place within academia.
This concentration on a college-located self i tbepanded so that students can place
themselves in the worldGlobal Perspectives emphasizes the global context of their
education. Having considered the academic wortthdutheir first year and their
material world during their sophomore year, studemé prepared to address more
abstract questions of human values, philosophresreligions in their third year, within
a Reflection course Finally, the capstone experience and the finals®ur this
sequenceCitizenship: Responsible Action, encourages students to use their reflections
upon the abstract to return again to the concrakég their place in this world as active,
mature, and educated citizens.

All of the courses in thentegrated Studies component will address the Critical
Thinking, Ethical Inquiry, and Varieties of Humamgerience elements of the
Monmouth College academic program.

N.B. All of the specific details for the four coursasumerated below will be settled in
subsequent faculty workshops.

o During their first year, students will taketroduction to the Liberal Arts (4
hours), an introduction to the liberal arts anchieigeducation. As in that course,
all sections ofntroduction to the Liberal Arts will share a common theme and
common objectives, as well as a yet-undetermineadbeu of common readings,
convocations, and bi-weekly orientation presenteiolnstructors will have
freedom to focus part of the course as they sgthfitigh they will be expected to
address their topic from a variety of liberal grésspectives. In addition to
presenting rigorous and varied academic contatripduction to the Liberal Arts
will continue to deliver college orientation infoation, now via bi-weekly
presentations given by campus staff. The CRTFebes that through regular and
scheduled presentations, library, leadership, tuntkst life staff can ensure
uniform delivery of orientation information.

o During their Sophomore year, students will t&{ebal Perspectives (3 hours), an
introduction to the world and its cultures. InrfgiGlobal Perspectivesiis like
Introduction to the Liberal Arts: sections will share core texts and course
objectives, while allowing instructors autonomyhiit the rest of the course.
(Individual foci will be encapsulated in sectiorbstles.) In contentGlobal
Perspectives builds upon the intellectual baselafroduction to the Liberal Arts
by examining “micro” and “macro” social organizatg& Simultaneously, it
fosters critical thinking about an individual’s senof world citizenship as well as
consideration of the positions of other selvesepttations, and other geopolitical
realities.



With these broad goals in mind, course contentlvéldetermined by the faculty
and designed by those departments responsibldféamg sections of the course.
As with Introduction to the Liberal Arts and the otheintegrated Studies

courses, a variety of departments will collectivefier sections of the course.

0 During their Junior year, students will tak&eflection course (3 hours) designed
to encourage diverse and critical thinking aboiritsial questions of faith,
reason, and knowledge. Unlike the previbniggrated Studies courses,
Reflection will not be offered as a single class sharing el@sacross sections.
Instead, théReflection rubric will emphasize multiple perspectives viknated
menu of courses taught by faculty from variousigigtes and areas of interest.
For instance, psychology, literature, and the &rte may be represented, in
addition to philosophy and religion.

As opportunities for abstract contemplati®eflection courses recognize that it is
imperative that students be allowed to engageginifitant questions, and
guestioning, without answers being provided byringbrs. The goal of such
guestioning is to explore in critical and compamatierms the beliefs one holds,
and to understand the relationships between valng&nowledge.

o During their Senior year, students will take thpstane of theéntegrated
Studies program Citizenship (3 hours). This component invites examination of a
worldly issue or problem from more than one disoguly perspective; it engages
the critical thinking skills acquired in both geakeducation and major
coursework so that students may examine their plessiles and responsibilities
as local, national, and global citizens. As anaspmity to move from
abstraction and contemplation toward assignmertperjects focused on
responsible action in the world, the hallmark af tourse should involve a senior
capstone project. This might take the form ofrenteesearch or position paper
(linking belief and action, proposing policy), ardividual or group service
project, or an experiential learning project linkedyoals of citizenship and
responsible action.

Like theReflection componentCitizenship will be offered as a limited menu of
courses, such as: Environmental Ethics; Econoroyr@unity, and Ethics;
Feminist Approaches to Literature and Society; tijgéNVar and Peace; Poetics
of the Self; The New Individual; Biotechnology addman Values; Economic
Policy Alternatives and Citizen Welfare; and, Ethig an Information Society.

Thelntegrated Studies courses provide an evolutionary learning expegasstudents
generate knowledge in one course then build upimnsiitbsequent courses. The
fundamental skills introduced and reinforced in Aoeoss the Curriculum initiatives
will supplement and bolster the intellectual preessofl ntegrated Studies and major
courses alike.



